Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.042; wR factor = 0.129; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.8.
In the title compound, C 17 H 15 NO 4 S, the six-membered ring of the indole unit makes a dihedral angle of 72.40 (5) with the phenyl ring. The molecular structure features a short C-HÁ Á ÁO contact. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). CR wishes to acknowledge AMET University management, India, for their kind support.
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Experimental
Ethyl-indole-2-carboxylate (1 g,5.29 mmol) was dissolved in distilled benzene (20 ml). To this benzenesulfonyl chloride (0.82 ml,5.82 mmol) and 60% NaOH (2.1 g in3.52 ml) were added along with tetra butyl ammonium hydrogen sulfate (1.0 g). This two phase system was stirred at room temperature for 2 h. It was then diluted with water (50 ml)and the organic layer was separated. The aqueous layer was extracted with benzene (2x20 ml)and the combined organic extracts were dried(Na 2 SO 4 ). The solvent was removed completely and the crude product was recrystallized from methanol afforded ethyl-1-phenylsulfonyl-indole 2-carboxylate (m.p 395-397 K).
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using riding model with C-H = 0.93Å and U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(C) for aromatic C-H, C-H = 0.97Å and U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(C) for CH2, C-H = 0.96Å and U iso (H) = 1.5Ueq(C) for CH 3 .
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with atom labels and 30% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms. 
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